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To know something—that is an irreversible act.

The act of “looking at a photograph” is the only opportunity to contemplate something while gazing at it.
The grandeur of the scenery captured, the delicacy of the waves, the depth of the air, the sense of scale,
relationships, textures, and emotions—all of these. Even the blink of an eye feels wasteful, as the moment
you avert your gaze, the image becomes veiled by the illusory construct of memory. No matter how hastily
you return your gaze, the veiled part cannot be uncovered, and all you can do is overwrite it with a new
perception.

Even if you remember the thoughts you had while looking at the photograph, the “photograph you were
looking at” loses its form in the depths of memory, and the “photograph you are now looking at” is
inevitably overlaid with the remnants of your prior recollection.

In this way, what we see in a moment becomes what we have seen, and what we have seen transforms
into something unknowable in an instant. Perhaps it is at this level of abstraction that we perceive things,
share them with others, and ponder them. Maybe a vague piece of information like, “That is supposedly a

photograph of something,” might suffice.

No--+ Whether the information is “sufficient” or “insufficient” is not the significant issue. Any kind of

information, once known, becomes absent, and that absence becomes an irreversible problem.
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